
 
Kerala 3RPAs (Mallapuram, Kappil and Wayanad) – Key Facts 

 
 
Three applications have been made in Kerala (Figure 1): Mallapuram (412 km2) on 31 August 
2006; Kappil (1385 km2) on 31 August 2006; and Wyanad (850 km2) on 5 February 2007.  Much 
of these areas are believed to have already been applied for by other companies.  One of these is 
Geomysore, the other is local company Sarmeta Pvt Ltd.  The status of these RPAs is unclear. 
 
The applications are centred on numerous ancient gold workings in Archaean greenstone terrain, 
large areas of alluvial gold (Photo 1) and known gold in laterite at Maruda (Figure 1). 
 
Proposed field work would be to initially screen the areas by using stream sediment sampling and 
airborne magnetics.  In conjunction with this, soil sampling should be completed over areas of 
known mineralization such as the ankerite-sulphide alteration at Kappil (Photos 2 and 3) and the 
area of known gold in laterite near Maruda (Photo 4). 
 
As it is unclear which areas we will be offered, if any. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Figure 1 – Location of Kerala RPAs 
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Photo 1 - Headwaters of Alluvial Gold Area, Kerala 

 

 
Photo 2 - Eluvial Gold Workings, Kappil 
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Photo 3 - Ankerite & Sulphide Altered Mafics, Kappil 

 

 
Photo 4 - Lateritic Gold Area, Rubber Plantation, Mallapuram 
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